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Painting conservator Roy Blankenship uses a cotton swab to
apply a chemical to the mural in the Chapel of the Risen Christ
at All Saints Cemetery in Wilmington. Blankenship and his
wife, Lois, are working three days a week to restore the mural,
which has a number of cracks and bubbles in the paint and
distortions in the color. The mural was displayed at Cathedral
Cemetery from 1960 until the chapel was built at All Saints in
1981. For the full story, click the picture.

Bishop Malooly shares
message of love,
happiness with families
By Gary Morton
Staff reporter

ELLICOTT CITY, Md. — On a day devoted to
family life and marriage, Bishop W. Francis
Malooly cited two characteristics of special-needs
children and adults to illustrate love, Christian-
style.

Read the full story.
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By Gary Morton
Staff reporter

ELLICOTT CITY, Md. —
On a day devoted to family
life and marriage, Bishop
W. Francis Malooly cited
two characteristics of spe-
cial-needs children and
adults to illustrate love,
Christian-style.

“They are always happy,
and they love everyone,”
the bishop said July 26 in
his homily at a Mass to
close the Catholic Family
Expo. Those two elements,
he said, “are essential for
God’s kingdom to flourish.”

“God has blessed spe-
cial-needs people in a way
that we have to struggle to
get to,” said the bishop,
who the day before had cel-
ebrated Mass at Camp
Glow, the Archdiocese of
Baltimore’s camp for spe-
cial-needs adults. “It’s not
always easy for us to be
happy. It’s not always easy
for us to love others.”

After his homily Bishop
Malooly, who will be
installed as the ninth bishop
of Wilmington on Sept. 8,
led more than 50 couples in
renewing their marriage
vows. Among them were
Kenneth and Jill King of
Church Hill on Maryland’s
Eastern Shore, who were
meeting their soon-to-be
new bishop for the first
time. 

“He’s very joyful and it
seems like he is looking for-

ward to coming to
Wilmington,” Jill King said.
The couple, members of St.
Benedict Parish in Ridgely,
will celebrate their 21st
anniversary Nov. 21.

Jill King already was
aware of a connection she
has with Bishop Malooly.
She grew up in St. Rose of
Lima Parish in Baltimore,
where Bishop Austin
Murphy, Bishop Malooly’s
uncle, lived. Every summer
her family would vacation in
Ocean City the same week
that Bishop Murphy went to
be with family. King’s family
would attend the home
Masses that Bishop Murphy
celebrated. 

“Bishop Malooly said he
was in the apartment, too,
for those Masses,” she
said. “He knows some of
my cousins very well.”

Six of the Kings’ 10 chil-
dren accompanied them to
Church of the Resurrection
in Ellicott City for the
Catholic Family Expo,
where King picked up cur-
riculum ideas and listened
to talks on home-schooling.
“I come for the encourage-
ment,” said King, who has
attended the expo since
she began home-schooling
her children 15 years ago. “I
like to hear the spirituality
talks and the family talks.” 

The expo was founded in
1991 as the National
Association of Catholic
Home Educators but a few
years ago began focusing

on all Catholic families.
Bishop Malooly has worked
closely with the event the
past few years, said Miki
Hill, one of the organizers. 

But Hill talked more about
Bishop Malooly’s friendship
with her family over the
years than his ties to the
expo. “He’s like an uncle to
us,” she said.

Hill said she has discov-
ered that the bishop “has a
trained antenna for identify-
ing who the hurting hearts
are.” One is Hill’s daughter
Abby, 22, who will be a sen-
ior this fall at Christendom
College in Fort Royal, Va. 

When Abby Hill found
herself stuck at “an emo-
tional crossroads, he
helped me to make a hard
decision,” she said. The
bishop had a “strong pas-
sion” in his views yet “was
caring and pastoral. What
was so amazing, I could tell
he cared about me.”

Also at the expo Mass
was Father Michael Triplett,
associate pastor at Church
of the Resurrection, whom
Bishop Malooly ordained
last year. “He is a passion-
ately caring man,” the priest
said. As a deacon, Father
Triplett accompanied the
bishop to some confirma-
tions and was always struck
by “how vibrant he is with
people.” As evidence of
that, Father Triplett noted,
more than 30 minutes after
the Mass, Bishop Malooly
remained vested outside
the entrance, eagerly talk-
ing to members of the con-
gregation.

Before Mass the bishop
noticed 6-year-old Martin
Webbert’s new cross,
bought from an exhibitor at
the expo. “It lights up,”
Martin said. “It isn’t blessed,
though.”

“Do you want me to bless
it?” Bishop Malooly said as
he bent over and made the
Sign of the Cross over it.

As he made new friends
like Martin, the bishop
greeted old friends by
name. 

“He never forgets a name
or a face. He’s always glad
to see you and recalls your
relationships,” said John
Patti, a news anchor and
reporter for WBAL Radio
who has known the bishop
for 20 years. “In my busi-
ness, it’s very easy to come
across a lot of people you
don’t remember.”

Bishop Malooly shares message of love 
and happiness with families at Md. expo

Bishop Malooly
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By George P. Matysek Jr.
The (Baltimore) Catholic
Review

Richard J. Dowling, wide-
ly credited with transform-
ing the Annapolis-based
Maryland Catholic
Conference into one of the
most respected and influ-
ential political lobbying
organizations in the coun-
try, will retire before the end
of the year after serving 24
years as executive director.

Dowling, 67, announced
his retirement July 29. Mary
Ellen Russell, who current-
ly serves as the Maryland
Catholic Conference’s
deputy director for educa-
tion and family life, will suc-
ceed him as executive
director. 

Representing the public
policy interests of the
Archdiocese of Baltimore,
the Archdiocese of
Washington and the
Diocese of Wilmington
(which includes the Eastern
Shore of Maryland),
Dowling was a familiar and
formidable presence in
Annapolis throughout his
tenure. During the annual
90-day Maryland General
Assembly, he regularly tes-
tified on issues related to
the sanctity of life, social
justice, education and other
Catholic concerns. He met
with governors, senators
and delegates, and cultivat-
ed the annual Lobby Night,
which brings more than 600
Catholics to Annapolis
every Presidents Day to
make their voices heard in
the public square. 

Some of the conference’s
legislative victories during
Dowling’s tenure include

bans on the execution of
juveniles and people with
mental retardation, the pro-
hibition of assisted suicide,
the establishment of
Maryland’s earned income
tax credit, and the exclu-
sion of religious cemeteries
and health care institutions
from prescriptive regula-
tion.

In 1992, Dowling and the
conference were success-
ful in bringing the state’s
permissive abortion law to
referendum, but voters
upheld the controversial
measure. The conference
suffered another major set-
back when state funding for
embryonic stem-cell
research was approved
several years ago despite
the conference’s vigorous
opposition.

During the last several
years, Dowling helped lead
advocacy efforts to main-
tain marriage as the union
of one man and one
woman and to assist immi-
grant families. The confer-
ence was also critical in the
formation of the Gabriel
Network, which provides

housing and other assis-
tance to pregnant women
in need, and Maryland
Citizens Against State
Executions.

“When you work for the
church in this capacity,
every advocacy loss seems
like the end of the world,”
said Dowling. “Recovering
from them and pressing on
has been the biggest chal-
lenge.”

A native of Scranton, Pa.,
and a parishioner of the
Church of the Little Flower
in Bethesda, Dowling came
to the Catholic Conference
in 1984 after serving as
executive director of the
American Society of Allied
Health Professions. 

At the time of Dowling’s
arrival there was only one
other person on the confer-
ence staff. The office was
located far from Annapolis,
at St. Mary’s Seminary and
University in Roland Park.

Dowling built the staff to
include three associate
directors, an administrative
assistant, a communica-
tions director and a team of
interns and volunteers.

The conference head-
quarters relocated to a
building near the Catholic
Center in Baltimore before
moving to Duke of
Gloucester Street in
Annapolis in 1990. Sixteen
years later, the conference
purchased its own 7,000-
square-foot building on
Francis Street near the
state house.

Successor aims 
to broaden voice

Russell, Dowling’s suc-
cessor, said expanding the
group’s communication
efforts and continuing the
legacy of her predecessor
will be at the top of her
agenda.

“In the last few years,
we’ve really started to lay a
foundation on how to devel-
op our message and com-
municate it to the wider
community,” said Russell, a
50-year-old parishioner of
St. Mary in Annapolis. She
noted that the Catholic
Conference has hired a
communication director,
revamped its Web site,
enhanced its relationship
with the Catholic press,
worked with diocesan com-
munication directors and
launched a growing online
legislative advocacy net-
work.

“We want to aggressively
recruit every Catholic to
join that network,” she said.
“The more we can be
sophisticated in the way we
make our voice heard, the
more effective we can be in
bolstering the important
voice of the church in the
public square.”

Russell is no stranger to
the Catholic conference,

Dowling to retire from Md. Catholic Conference
Longtime lobbyist named to head bishops’ public-policy arm

Dick Dowling Mary Ellen Russell



focusing on education and
family issues for 11 years in
two stints, from 1995-2000
and 2002-present.

Currently serving as the
conference’s deputy director
for education and family life,
she is the leading advocate
for the state’s 136,000
Catholic and other nonpublic
school students and their
teachers. Her work helped
the conference secure fund-
ing for textbooks and tech-
nology used by nonpublic
school students, and
ensured that nonpublic
school teachers have

access to workforce short-
age student assistance
grants.

Russell was also instru-
mental in the founding of the
Maryland Nonpublic Schools
Legislative Coalition, the
State Superintendent’s
Nonpublic Schools Work-
group and the Mid-Atlantic
Catholic Schools Consor-
tium. She is a lay consultant
to the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
Committee on Catholic
Education.

Asked about the confer-
ence’s legislative agenda in

the coming years, Russell
said she is “very optimistic”
the conference will find suc-
cess in passing legislation
that will support students
attending nonpublic
schools. There has been
much progress in the move
to outlaw the death penalty,
she said. She was also opti-
mistic about helping fami-
lies in poverty, protecting
the traditional definition of
marriage as being between
a man and a woman and
“finding common ground”
on life issues.

“Finding support for

women in crisis pregnan-
cies is a really critical area
where all parties ought to
be able to come together,”
she said.

Russell received her
bachelor’s degree from
Boston College and her
master’s degree from St.
John’s College in
Annapolis. She was previ-
ously the associate secre-
tary for parental advocacy
at the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

No date has been set for
the transfer of leadership.

Back to top
Catholic Charities of the
Diocese of Wilmington has
named directors of its
newly formed northern and
southern regions.

Frederick “Fritz” Jones
will head the northern
region, which includes all
of Catholic Charities’
offices and ministries in
New Castle County.
Katrina Eichler will direct
the southern region, which
includes offices and min-
istries in Dover, Milton and
Georgetown, Del., and
Salisbury and Princess
Anne, Md.

Richelle Vible, executive
director of Catholic
Charities, announced the
appointments July 31.
“These newly formed posi-
tions and regions will offer

the opportunity for existing
Charities programs to
become more integrated
so that services may be
increased in the communi-
ties we serve,” Vible said

in a statement. 
Eichler holds a degree

from Michigan State
University and has worked
at Catholic Charities for 39
years, most recently as the

interim executive director
and the director of commu-
nity services.

Jones holds a master of
science degree in human
resource management
from Widener University.
He has worked at Catholic
Charities for 30 years,
most recently as director
of clinical and children’s
services.

Catholic Charities also
announced that Mark
Coffey will be clinical pro-
gram manager, overseeing
counselors in Wilmington,
Dover, Georgetown and
Salisbury, and Sharon
Harrell Gardner has been
hired as a clinician, provid-
ing outpatient counseling
in the Wilmington office.

Catholic Charities names regional directors

Frederick “Fritz” Jones Katrina Eichler
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By Gary Morton
Staff reporter

WILMINGTON — The
Oblates of St. Francis de
Sales placed Father
Dennis Killion on adminis-
trative leave Monday after
four former students filed a
lawsuit claiming they were
abused by the priest when
he taught at Salesianum
School. 

Father Killion has been
assigned to the religious
community’s retirement
facility in Childs, Md.,
pending an investigation,
the Oblates said.

Father Killion had com-
pleted his assignment at
Bishop Verot High School
in Fort Myers, Fla., in June
and was preparing to work
as an assistant pastor at
St. Bede Church in Bucks
County, Pa., the Oblates
said. That parish assign-
ment has been withdrawn.  

“I have assigned Father
Killion to our retirement
center so that we may
complete the necessary
investigation,” Father
James J. Greenfield, head
of the Oblates’
Wilmington-Philadelphia
Province, said.
“Respecting the standards
that protect children from
abuse, we immediately
removed him from ministry
and will authorize an inde-
pendent investigation to
learn the facts surrounding
the allegations.” 

The lawsuit alleges that
the abuse occurred in the

mid-1980s when Father
Killion was a teacher at
Salesianum, an all-boys
Catholic school. 

The plaintiffs — Thomas
Ademski, Anthony
Kramedas, Christopher J.
Mauro, all of whom were
students from 1983-87,
and John MS Doe, a stu-
dent from 1985-89 who
sued anonymously —
claim the abuse occurred
while they worked under
Father Killion’s guidance
at bingo, the school book-
store, and in the Oblates’
faculty house. Other inci-
dents of abuse occurred in
the confessional and on
school trips, the suit
alleges.

Named as defendants
are Father Killion, the
Oblates of St. Francis de
Sales, and the Diocese of
Wilmington. Salesianum is
owned and operated by
the Oblates.

The suit was filed in
Superior Court in
Wilmington under
Delaware’s Child Victim’s
Act, which created a two-
year window in which vic-
tims can bring a civil
action in sexual abuse
cases previously barred by
the current statute of limi-
tations. Fifteen suits have
named the diocese as a
defendant since the act
took effect in July 2007.

Oblate records show
that Father Killion was
assigned to Salesianum
from 1980 to 1986, when
he joined the staff of

Archbishop Wood High
School in Warminster, Pa.
He also worked at Father
Judge High School in
Philadelphia and at a
school in Maryland,
according to news reports.

Father Killion, 57, was
activities director at
Bishop Verot from July
2006 until the end of last
school year, according to
news reports. School offi-
cials were cited as saying
they had no complaints
about the priest while he
was there. Officials of the
Diocese of Venice, Fla.,
which includes Fort Myers,
said in a statement that
Father Killion passed a
background check and
came with the clearance of
his provincial.

His reassignment this
summer “was a part of the
normal course of trans-
fers” within religious com-
munities, Father Kevin
Nadolski, spokesman for
the Oblates, told The
Dialog. Father Killion
requested a transfer at a
time the school sought to
eliminate a position,
Father Nadolski said.

Father Killion also
worked at schools in the
Philadelphia area and in
Maryland, according to
news reports.

As with allegations
against any Oblate, if the
allegations against Father
Killian are substantiated
by the independent inves-
tigation, he would “no
longer [be] able to minister

in the name of the
Oblates,” said Father
Greenfield, who was elect-
ed provincial of the
Wilmington-Philadelphia
Province in January. “As
pastors in the church, we
safeguard our responsibili-
ty to care for all people,
especially children and
young people. This is an
essential dimension of the
Gospel that we are com-
mitted to.”

Before he became
provincial, Father
Greenfield led the Oblates
through the accreditation
process by Praesidium, a
Texas-based, independent
abuse risk management
organization. The agency
requires compliance with
25 standards, from report-
ing and investigation of
abuse allegations to edu-
cation and background
screening of members.
The Oblates said they
continue to be in full com-
pliance with the standards.

The Oblates said they
“strongly encourage any-
one who has been sexual-
ly exploited or abused by a
priest, religious brother or
sister, or any lay person”
employed by them to seek
help and to report the
abuse to law enforcement
authorities and to the
Oblates. 

To report abuse to the
Oblates, call Kate
McCawley, victim assis-
tance coordinator, at (703)
525-1555.

Ex-Salesianum priest is placed on leave 
after allegations of sexual abuse in 1980s
Back to top



Dialog report

Francis G. DeLuca, the former
priest of the Diocese of Wilmington
who has figured prominently in the
clergy sexual abuse scandal in the
diocese, has been formally dis-
missed from the priesthood, the dio-
cese announced this week.

The diocese in a statement said it
received a “positive response” to
Bishop Saltarelli’s request to the
Vatican that DeLuca be laicized, as
the process is known. The decision
was made at the recommendation of
the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith in Rome and issued by
Pope Benedict XVI, the diocese
said, adding that the decision “was
effective the moment the pope
issued the decree” and cannot be
appealed. “Notification of the pope’s
decision was given personally to Mr.
DeLuca,” the diocese said.

DeLuca, 79, served as a priest in
the Diocese of Wilmington from his
ordination in 1958 until 1993, when
allegations of sexual abuse surfaced
against him. Removed from ministry
and barred from functioning as a
priest by Bishop Robert Mulvee that
year, DeLuca was allowed to retire
to Syracuse, N.Y., where he was
arrested in 2006 and convicted last
year of sexually abusing his great-

nephew. That case prompted Bishop
Saltarelli in 2006 to release the
names of 18 diocesan priests and
two priests from other dioceses
about whom the diocese has
received “admitted, corroborated or
otherwise substantiated allegations
of sexual abuse of minors.”

DeLuca has since been linked to
several lawsuits alleging sexual
abuse.

Vatican formally ‘laicizes’ Francis DeLuca
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The Diocese of Wilmington “strongly encourages anyone who has
been sexually exploited or abused by a priest, religious brother or sister,
or any lay person employed by the diocese, or by a church volunteer in
service to a parish or school or other church organization, to seek help
and to report the abuse to law enforcement authorities and to the dio-
cese.” Contact the diocesan victims assistance coordinator, Beth
Krieger, at (302) 656-0651. Krieger will take the information about the
abuse, offer counseling and ask your permission to advise church offi-
cials about your complaint.

To report sexual abuse



By Mike Lang
The Dialog

WILMINGTON — As All
Saints Cemetery cele-
brates its 50th anniversary
this year, a mural inside the
cemetery’s Chapel of the
Risen Christ is receiving a
new life, one cotton ball and
Q-tip at a time.

The 48-year-old mural is
getting a much-needed
makeover, scheduled to be
completed by Nov. 1, All
Saints Day. The husband-
and-wife team doing the
work is Roy and Lois
Blankenship, who usually
ply their trade at their studio
in Arden in north
Wilmington.

The painting was in dire
need of work, Roy
Blankenship said, having
suffered from “a number of
rips, repairs and pigment
losses” over the years. The
main problem, he said, dat-
ing to the time the mural
was moved from its original
home at Cathedral
Cemetery in Wilmington in
1981, was that it was rolled
with the painted side of the
canvas on the inside. That
caused numerous cracks
and bubbles in the oil-
based paint. Other damag-
ing agents have included
cigarette smoke from the
days when it hung in an
office and coats of shellac
intended to protect the sur-
face. Instead, the shellac
distorted the original colors.

“When they put it up, they
continued to put shellac on
it year after year. Nobody
[recently] has ever seen the
colors that are in this,”

Blankenship said.
To remove the shellac,

Blankenship works on the
entire mural using cotton
balls and Q-tips soaked in a
chemical he preferred to
keep secret.

Mark A. Christian, the
executive director of
Catholic Cemeteries, said
the staff knew the 16-by-
10-foot mural needed
attention, but they didn’t
know how much.

“We were unaware of the

gradual change in the
appearance until the work
began, and then we were
pleasantly surprised at the
intensity of the color that
was revealed,” said
Christian, who has worked
for Catholic Cemeteries for
30 years.

The mural was commis-
sioned in 1960 for the
Chapel of Our Lady of
Hope at Cathedral
Cemetery. It was designed
and painted by another

husband and wife, Carl and
Carolyn Zimmerman, who
had done pieces for
churches throughout the
country.

In the center of the mural
hangs the Cross of Life,
featuring Christ the King.
On the left side are histori-
cal religious figures such as
Mary, St. John the Beloved,
St. Thomas Aquinas, St.
Francis de Sales, Pope
Pius X and others. The right
side features people of the
20th century: an altar boy,
artisans, craftsmen and a
Sister of Charity, who were
the first women religious to
serve in the diocese. It also
includes images of five
people: Archbishop
Edmond FitzMaurice, bish-
op of Wilmington from
1925-60; his auxiliary,
Bishop Hubert Cartwright,
coadjutor bishop of
Wilmington from 1956-58;
John J. Raskob, a well-
known diocesan benefac-
tor; Dan Calvey, a cemetery
workman for 45 years who
worked for Catholic
Cemeteries at that time;
and Harry Graham, in
whose memory the painting
was commissioned.

Christian said Graham
and his wife, Anna, were
the uncle and aunt of the
late Msgr. Paul J. Taggart.
The Grahams donated the
money to build the chapel
at Cathedral, where Msgr.
Taggart frequently said
daily Mass, Christian said.

Other features of the
mural include the Delaware
Memorial Bridge and
Tidewater Refinery,
Rockford Tower, and birds

Bringing back to life

Chuck McGowen photo
“Nobody has ever seen the colors that are in this,” says Roy
Blankenship, who runs an art-restoration studio in Arden.

48-year-old mural at All Saints Cemetery will rise and shine 
after couple finish their cotton-swabbing restoration 



and fish native to the
region.

The Blankenships had
finished the left side of the
mural and were working on
the cross as of last week.
The difference between the
treated and untreated areas
is stark. Yellowish garments
became white again, and
the dark green of Mary’s
dress is returned to its orig-
inal bright blue.

Along with chemically
removing the materials
added to the mural over the
years, the Blankenships,
working at the chapel three
days a week, are sealing
the cracks in the paint and
making other repairs.

After the mural is done,
the couple will get to work
restoring the small paint-
ings underneath the mural
that depict patron saints of
the parishes of the
Wilmington area.

Roy Blankenship, who
like his wife is a profession-
al artist, said Christian and
the staff at Catholic
Cemeteries deserve credit
for realizing that the mural
needed restoring. “He
came in here and said,
‘This thing is falling apart.’ If
he had waited another year,
the cracking pigments
would have started falling
off the wall.”

There should be no need

for more cotton balls and Q-
tips for a long time once the
Blankenships are finished.
The mural, Roy said,

should not need to be
restored for another 80 to
100 years.

Chuck McGowen photo
Roy and Lois Blankenship are restoring a 48-year-old mural that hangs behind the altar at the Chapel of the Risen Christ
at All Saints Cemetery. The mural was moved to a chapel at All Saints from Cathedral Cemetery in 1981.

The difference in color and brightness is evident after the
Blankenships chemically remove shellac and built-up grime.
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Twice the fresh air in Delaware

By Elissa Serrao
Staff reporter

WILMINGTON — Last July when
Tatyana Gonzalez arrived to the
DePhillips’ home, she packed 16
pairs of shoes, enough to fill an
entire suitcase. 

When the 9-year-old returned to
the same household this year, the
DePhillips were shocked to find
she only toted three pairs of shoes
along with her. 

“It’s because my puppy ate the
other thirteen pairs,” Tatyana said,
referring to her Lhasa Apso, Winter,
back home in New York City’s
Harlem. “She’s the only thing I
miss. And my family.”

Tatyana is just one of thousands
of children who participate in the
Fresh Air Fund, a program
designed to offer children reprieve
from dense, low-income neighbor-
hoods in all five boroughs of New
York City. The program, which was
founded in 1877, places children
with host families for two weeks
during the summer.

Marianne Caven, the volunteer
director for the Delaware region of
Fresh Air Fund said the experience
“expands the children’s world and
gives them lots of opportunities
they wouldn’t get at home. The kids
never forget it; they carry the
enrichment with them for the rest of
their lives.”

Henry and Catherine DePhillips
and their daughter Olivia, 10, and
son Peter, 8, members of
Resurrection Parish, Wilmington,
consider themselves “incredibly
lucky” to host Tatyana for the sec-
ond summer in a row.

“I love everything about her,” said
Olivia. “She’s like a sister.”

“It’s just such a pleasure and joy
to have her here,” Catherine said.
“The kids get along so well. She’s a
funny kid, easy going and gener-
ous. Not only does she bring differ-
ent experiences to my family, she’s
always open to try new things.”

Take a day at the “spa,” for exam-
ple.

Catherine treated Olivia and
Tatyana to a makeshift spa right at
home. The girls wore facial masks,

Resurrection parishioners welcome return 
of New York City girl for a summertime break

Chuck McGowen photos

Returning to the DePhillips’ house for
the second summer Fresh Air visit
means two weeks of pool time for
Tatyana (at right) and with the
DePhillips at poolside, from left,
Tatyana and Olivia, Peter, Catherine
and Henry.
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sipped on lemonade by the pool
and laid back on cushions while
Catherine gave them manicures
and pedicures. 

Following their hours of pamper-
ing, the girls dined at “Catherine’s
Cafe,” where they feasted on the
entrees of their choice: grilled
cheese and Oreos for Olivia and a
bagel, grapes and a Popsicle for
Tatyana.

“The service was a little slow,”
Tatyana said and laughed. “But not
as slow as a real restaurant.” 

Future resident?
The slow, breezy afternoon they

spent is a far cry from the hustle
and bustle of everyday life for
Tatyana in Harlem.

“There’s a lot of traffic. A lot of
cars driving up and down, up and
down. A lot of people in Central
Park walking up and down, up and
down.” 

Tatyana lives in an apartment
with her mom, Ann Marie
Cavenero, 29. During the summer,
however, she spends weekdays
with her father and paternal grand-
mother, according to Catherine.

“I thanked Ann Marie for trusting
me with her only child,” said

Catherine. “As a parent I know how
hard it is to trust someone with your
kids. She told me she wanted
Tatyana to know there’s life outside
of New York City. What selfless love
to say that.” 

In fact, Ann Marie was so confi-
dent in sending Tatyana to stay with
the DePhillips that she brought her
for a special visit outside of the
Fresh Air Fund last Christmas. 

“I’m already plotting how we can
see her this Christmas, too,”
Catherine said. 

Tatyana, who wants to live out-
side the city when she grows up,
said she has big plans for her and
her mom.

“I want my mom to buy this
house,” she said, referring to the
DePhillips’ residence. “If they ever
move, I want to live here.”

Chuck McGowen photos

Tatyana Gonzalez (left) has visited her Wilmington friend Olivia DePhillips twice
before.



Is the Lord real in your life
or is he a historical figure
who lived over 2,000 years
ago? This week’s readings
made me think about how
the Lord is present in my
life and how I can recognize
him in so many different
and special ways.

In the first reading, Elijah
is told that in order for him
to find the Lord he is to go
outside the cave in which
he was seeking shelter,
stand on the mountain, and
there he will find the Lord
passing by. The passage
goes on to tell us how
Elijah thought he might
encounter the Lord as he
experienced a very strong
wind, an earthquake and
fire. But the Lord was not
evident in any of these dra-
matic forms. Instead, the
Scripture tells us that Elijah
finds the Lord in a tiny
whispering sound.

In the Gospel this week,
Matthew tells us how the
disciples did not recognize
Jesus walking on the water
toward them. “It is a ghost,”
they cried out. It wasn’t until
Jesus spoke to them did
they realize who he was.

The stories of Elijah and
the disciples on the sea

made me think about what
my expectations are in
terms of finding the Lord in
my life. I certainly recognize
the Lord in those forms that
I am very comfortable with
and that are near and dear
to me. He is present to me
in the Eucharist, and I am in
awe as I think of what an

incredible gift the Eucharist
is. I recognize Jesus, his
body and blood, his human-
ity and divinity in the form of
bread and wine each time I
receive the Eucharist.

Thinking about this fur-
ther, I realize the “tiny whis-
pers” in my life are numer-
ous and the Lord is present
in each of these. Jesus is
present in the whispers of
my family, friends and co-
workers as I encounter
them in the daily routines of
life. Jesus is present in the
whispers of the people of
the parishes I encounter in
my ministry at Catholic

Charities.  Jesus is present
in the whispers of the
homeless man I passed on
the street today. Jesus is
present in the whispers of
the single mother I spoke
with who is struggling daily
to feed and clothe her chil-
dren. Jesus is present in
the whispers of mother

earth who is crying out for
relief from our abuse of her.
Jesus is present in all these
“tiny whispers” and so
many others that speak to
me each day.

The question for me is
whether I am open to hear-
ing them and do I recognize
the Lord’s presence in
each.

We live in a world filled
with noise. TV, radio, sport-
ing events, rock concerts
and traffic drown out the
quiet of the world. In the
midst of all this chaos, do
we find Jesus in the quiet
times in our day?  

A n
e v e n
m o r e
challenging question is
whether we even set aside
some quiet times for our-
selves in the course of our
hectic day? After all, we
know that even Jesus him-
self had to get away to the
mountaintop to pray. And if
we do find ourselves in a
quiet space, are we con-
centrating on the whispers
of the Lord or are we tempt-
ed to continue listening to
all the outside noise?

I often wonder how the
world would be without all
the noise. The closest I’ve
come is at eucharistic ado-
ration chapel at our parish.
Being alone with Jesus for
an hour without the noise of
the world is an incredible
experience. It is a time
when I can listen to Jesus
whispering to me. The chal-
lenge for me is to listen to
the tiny whispers in the
midst of the noise.  

Jesus is there, are you
tuned in?

Andy Zampini is director
of Catholic Charities’
Division of Parish Social
Ministry.

Sunday Reading Andy Zampini

Listening for the Lord in life’s tiny whispers
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Readings for August 10,
the 19th Sunday of Ordinary Time  

1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a; Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:22-33 



As we celebrate the 10th
anniversary year of the
Encuentro event that inau-
gurated the Diocesan
Hispanic Ministry Project, I
recall one memorable
evangelization process at
the run-down Lafayette
Apartments in New Castle
off Route 13 near Highway
295 where at least 1,000
Mexican immigrants lived. 

Because the territorial
parish, Our Lady of Fatima,
was not yet ready to minis-
ter in Spanish, the New
Castle Mexican community
became a special evange-
lization project of St. Paul
parish. Four weekly home
Bible studies were estab-
lished, home catechesis for
80 children was conducted
in apartments, and neigh-
borhood Stations of the
Cross, “Posadas”
[Christmas processions],
Guadalupe novenas and
“Mañanitas” [Mexican
songs sung on birthdays]
were celebrated annually.
Often participants crammed
joyfully into tiny apartments
and sat on floors or crates.

One of my favorite mem-
ories occurred on All Souls
Day in 1998. The four new
Bible study groups wanted
a Mass at the apartments. I
encouraged Mass atten-
dance at a parish, but the

faithful said it would be diffi-
cult because it was a work-
day, and many had to rush
to their second part-time
evening jobs. I reluctantly
granted their request.

We were expecting 40 to
50 people from the Bible
studies to attend the Mass
in an apartment living
room/dining area. At least
200 faithful showed up, so
we decided to celebrate the
Mass outside. Because it
was dark, some who lived
on second floor apartments
suspended living room
lamps upside down from
their windows. Everyone
brought the names of the
deceased written on cards
to be placed in a basket
and several votive candles
to light in their honor. 

I began to preside with a
quick weekday Mass pace
because it was so cold.  

At Gospel proclamation
time I was mortified to dis-
cover that it was so dark
that I could barely see the
text. Construction worker
Adán, who had arrived dur-
ing the first reading, saw
me struggling to read the
text. He approached and
graciously offered me the
hard hat he had been hold-
ing. I proclaimed the
Gospel wearing his orange
hard hat with a lit lamp illu-

minating the text, “Whoever
sees the Son and believes
in him shall have eternal life
and I shall raise him up on
the last day.”

Following the Eucharist,
we shared in homemade
seafood chowder, chunky
with jumbo shrimp. The
steam from the chowder and
the vapor generated from
speaking and breathing
interwove with each other.
The participants were elated
in what seemed to be the
solidifying event of the birth
of the Lafayette Immigrant
Catholic Community.

The following month, at
the conclusion of the
Lafayette Posada celebra-
tions anticipating Christmas,
Isaias, immigrant husband
and father of three children
who have graduated from St.
Paul School, said, “Although
I’ve been in the United
States for eight years, this is
the first time that it feels like
Christmas.” He and his fami-
ly donated two giant
Christmas trees to adorn the
sanctuary at St. Paul
Church.

Now, 10 years later, the
Lafayette Apartments have
been repaired by new own-
ers and have been
renamed the Hampton
Apartments. Many of the
alumni of the Lafayette

Evangelization project are
now homeowners and key
lay leaders at Spanish
Mass at Our Lady of Fatima
and other New Castle
County parishes.  

I’ll never forget the warm
welcome of their pastor,
Father John Mink, waving a
giant palm, shouting,
“Hosanna!  Hosanna!
Hosanna!” as he ushered
the immigrants in a proces-
sion originating at the
Lafayette Apartments into
their new home parish. Now
at Our Lady of Fatima, week-
ly Spanish Mass is celebrat-
ed with a great choir, immi-
grant children attend the
parochial school or religious
education, English classes
are offered, and baptisms,
“quinceañeras,” [girls’ 15th
birthday celebrations] and
weddings are celebrated by
one of the two Spanish-
speaking priests or Deacon
Elieser Soto.

In the past 10 years, 10
parishes in our diocese
have begun Hispanic min-
istry. Many others are mak-
ing significant initial steps.
Each parish has a magnifi-
cent story to tell.

Brother Christopher
Posch, a Franciscan priest,
is driector of Hispanic
Ministry.

Shrimp, hard hats and souls: Recalling the birth of
Hispanic ministry at Our Lady of Fatima Parish in
New Castle

Opinion
Bro. Chris Posch

Hispanic Life & Faith
Back to top



I’ve yet to see anyone
reading with a “Kindle” or
an I-Pod at the beach, so
there may be hope for civi-
lization yet. Summer is
meant for real reading.
Happily, there’s no lack of
informative and amusing
new stuff this year.

In a tempestuous political
season, let’s start with two
books on presidential poli-
tics.

You think it’s nasty now?
Or that both parties are dug
into partisan bunkers from
which they lob ideological
grenades? Or that the “poli-
tics of personal destruction”
is rampant? You think it’s
never been more con-
tentious? Try Edward J.
Lawson’s “A Magnificent
Catastrophe: The
Tumultuous Election of
1800, America’s First
Presidential Campaign”
— and then think again.

The founders imagined
choosing our nonhereditary
king would involve the
nation’s eminent men
reaching consensus on a
fitting candidate, whose
election would then be reg-
istered through the
Electoral College. This
worked well enough given
the obvious choice, George
Washington, in 1788 and
1792. With the emergence
of political parties, however,
ongoing political combat —

and policy differences —
between the Federalists of
Washington (John Adams
and Alexander Hamilton)
and the Republicans (later
Democrats) of Thomas
Jefferson, James Madison,
and James Monroe, put an
end to the consensus
approach to president-mak-
ing.

Adams’ election in 1796
was a tame affair. But bitter
disputes over foreign policy,
homeland security and eco-
nomic development divided
old revolutionary comrades
during Adams’ term. Those
deep disagreements, plus
the ambitions of Jefferson
and Aaron Burr, created the
“magnificent catastrophe”
that was the election of
1800. 

Thought to be a contest
between Adams and
Jefferson, our first presi-
dential donnybrook in fact
ended in an Electoral
College tie between
Jefferson and Burr —
Jefferson’s running mate.
Much horse-trading fol-
lowed before the House of
Representatives settled
things in favor of the master
of Monticello. The repercus-
sions, over time, were dra-
matic: Hamilton’s death in a
duel with Burr, and Burr’s
treasonous scheme to con-
quer Mexico, wed it to the
American West, and

declare himself emperor of
a new North American sov-
ereignty.

Then we have Alvin
Felzenberg’s entertaining
new study, “The Leaders
We Deserved (and a Few
We Didn’t): Rethinking
the Presidential Ratings
Game.” Felzenberg jetti-
sons the single-grade rating
system invented by the
Arthur Schlesingers, senior
and junior, in favor of three
measures of presidential
personality (character,
competence, and vision)
and three criteria of presi-
dential accomplishment
(economics, protection of
civil liberties and human
rights, defense and foreign
policy). The results? An
instructive re-reading of
American history, and a few
surprises.

The much maligned U.S.
Grant, for example, gets
high marks for defending
black freedmen against
intense political and social
pressure. Andrew Jackson
looks far more the genoci-
dal maniac; what’s he doing
on the $20 bill? Woodrow
Wilson shrinks in stature
and Ronald Reagan rises
— two judgments likely to
cause heartburn among
academic historians. “The
Leaders We Deserve” is a
great read; it will stoke
many a fascinating argu-

ment.
Finally, there is “The

Faithful Departed: The
Collapse of Boston’s
Catholic Culture,” by
Philip Lawler: editor of
Catholic World News. I
can’t agree with Phil’s
assessment of Father
Leonard Feeney’s dracon-
ian interpretation of the
ancient theological maxim,
“No salvation outside the
church.” And I wish Lawler
had dug deeper historically,
to see if the default posi-
tions in Boston’s culture of
clerical corruption go back
to the glory days of William
Cardinal O’Connell in the
1930s and 1940s.

Lawler’s account of the
unholy trinity that brought
Boston Catholicism to its
present, unhappy state —
clerical sexual misbehavior,
episcopal irresponsibility
and homosexuality — is
right on the mark, and
explains a lot beyond the
Hub. The tale is told in sor-
row rather than anger.
Many Catholics under-
standably want to put the
Long Lent of 2002 behind
us. No one should do so
without reading “The
Faithful Departed.”

George Weigel is distin-
guished senior fellow of the
Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C.

Histories of summer: 
Elections, presidents and a scandal

George Weigel
Back to top



Some people snidely call them
“vacationaries,” others “religious
tourists.” Whatever you call them, the
number of people going on short
“mission trips” with churches is dra-
matically increasing.

The Washington Post reported
recently that more than 1.6 million
Americans went on short-term inter-
national mission trips in 2005. They
spent over $2.4 billion on these trips.

On a recent trip to visit our sister-
parish projects in Nicaragua, our
parish delegation was one of at least
four church groups on the plane.

Are these mission trips a good
thing?

Some people say no. They argue
that such trips are a waste of time
and money, that it makes no sense to
spend thousands of dollars to fly
unskilled workers to do some job that
could be done more cheaply by the
locals who need money, not visitors.

Others argue that these visits are a
kind of social “voyeurism” for rich
people who gawk at the poor, and
that the trips are too short for people
to learn much.

I’ve heard the criticisms. And yes,
there are problems. But on balance I
think these missionary trips are a very
good thing.

Which would you prefer, young
people spending a week  fixing up a
community center in rural Mexico or

at some drunken “beach week” in
Cancun? Would it be better if retired
folks spent money on five-star hotels
or on an orphanage in Guatemala?

Mission trips change people for the
good. People learn, grow in maturity.
Even without language skills, young
people can learn more in a one-week
mission trip than in a semester of
classes.

These trips often lead to longer
missionary efforts. Maybe partici-
pants will join the Jesuit Volunteer
Corps or one of over 100 Catholic
mission groups listed in the
“Response” catalogue.

My parish has a decade of experi-
ence with mission trips. Our youth
go on religious work camps every
summer. We have at least one adult
mission trip every year. We have
two sister-parish relationships in
Mexico and Nicaragua. We have
done rebuilding trips after Hurricane
Katrina.

All these trips expand our world
and build our faith. We have made
mistakes, but I think we have learned
a few things:

1. Allow the Holy Spirit to lead. We
don’t go out looking for mission trips;
we let them come to us. Our relation-
ship with Mexico, for example, began
because Mexican migrant workers in
our area were coming to Mass at our
church. Gradually we got to know

them and their hometown.
2. Go only where invited. Our trips

to Mexico, Mississippi and Nicaragua
were the result of an invitation from
the local pastors.

3. Each mission involves an
exchange. We don’t have answers to
many problems, but we listen to the
local people. They listen to us too.
We invite them to visit us if they can.

4. It takes lots of time to build a
relationship. Our first adult mission
trip came after a parishioner spent a
whole year on a Native American
reservation. In Nicaragua, we sent
money to build houses for four years
before we visited.

5. It is a spiritual relationship we
travel to nurture; we are not going to
meet strangers. We go to see our
brothers and sisters in Christ. They
can help us with prayer, just as we
pray for them.

All of these mission trips break
down barriers and build up bridges.
As St. Paul said in his letter to the
Ephesians, “We are strangers and
aliens no longer, but fellow members
of the household of God.”

If these trips teach us that, they are
worth it.

Father Peter J. Daly is pastor of St.
John Vianney Church in Prince
Frederick, Md. His column is distrib-
uted by Catholic News Service.

Mission trips are on the rise, 
and yes, that’s a good thing

Fr. Peter J. Daly
Back to top



Columnist rightly 
targets activism by
Supreme Court

Douglas Kmiec’s opinion piece on
the Heller decision was overdue
(“Supreme Court sets aside
Constitution in decision on guns,”
July 24).

Justice Antonin Scalia did a lin-
guistic tap dance to neuter the effect
of the Second Amendment’s refer-
ence to a “militia” by calling it a mere
“prefatory clause.” He found a right
to “self defense within the home”
even though such words are glaring-
ly absent from the text. The majority
of the court legislated from the
bench.

Perhaps because we live in a
handgun-drenched violent society
the five justices felt they had no
choice but to find this right. It is not
contained in the Constitution nor
supported by the legislative history
leading up to its drafting.

Hopefully, the disingenuous claim
that every measure to regulate
firearms is a first step toward elimi-
nating them has been taken off the
table. The Heller decision is narrow
in scope and predictably found the
right to be limited.

Thomas Needles
Newark

Columnist doesn’t 
understand intent 
of amendment

After 9/11, I joined the NRA. I don’t
own a gun, but I wanted to support
our Constitution. As frightening as
terrorism may be, attacks on our fun-
damental liberties are a graver dan-
ger.

Misguided social experiments and
judicial activism threaten our God-
given rights to free speech, keeping
and bearing arms, and private prop-
erty. Thus, it was particularly dis-
tressing to read Douglas Kmiec’s
words attacking D.C. v. Heller.

Kmiec calls himself “a constitution-
al lawyer,” but he can’t be a very
good one. Any junior high student
should be able to tell you that the Bill

of Rights was passed to protect indi-
viduals from tyranny. Jefferson wrote
the “the tree of liberty must be
watered from time to time with the
blood of patriots,” and he and other
founders wanted to insure that indi-
viduals could form a militia to protect
themselves from a government gone
awry.

Kmiec condemns the majority for
setting aside precedent. What
American would criticize Brown vs.
the Board of Education for overturn-
ing Plessey v. Ferguson? We can but
hope and pray that future appointees
to the court will be strict construc-
tionists, willing to overturn the tragic
and horribly erroneous Roe v. Wade.

Father Tom Flowers
St. Polycarp, Smyrna

Gun ownership 
increases safety

I read Douglas Kmiec’s piece
decrying the recent Supreme Court
decision to allow honest citizens in
Washington, D.C., to defend their
homes against criminals.

Kmiec’s logic is that if citizens are
denied guns, gun crimes would dra-
matically decrease. The facts show
the opposite.

The tragic example of his own
brother is a case in point. While I cer-
tainly empathize with him over the
loss of his brother to the cowardly
criminal who executed him, I have to
wonder if the outcome might have
been different had his brother had a
weapon in his bookstore.

Despite one of the most restrictive
gun laws in the country until the
recent court decision, Washington
had the highest murder and gun
crime rates in the nation for many
years. Why? Because only the crimi-
nals had guns while honest people
cowered in their homes.

Statistics show that when law-
abiding citizens are denied the right
to defend themselves against gun-
toting criminals, crime rises.
Conversely, cowardly criminals avoid
people and homes they believe are
defended.

Mr. Kmiec’s reference to the teach-

ing of American bishops that hand-
guns be “eventually eliminated from
our society” is a quantum leap from
his position that citizens should be
unarmed. It assumes that human
nature would become gentler if we
rejected firearms. One need only to
look at the carnage in Africa as
armed thugs murder entire towns of
defenseless people.

If anti-gun advocates choose not
to defend themselves, so be it. But
logic dictates that in violence-prone
areas, people unwilling to defend
themselves and their families will
become the preferred victims of the
lawless.

David V. Skocik
Dover

Nursing mother 
relates to image

As a breast-feeding mother, I offer
a different opinion than the com-
ments in a letter in the July 24 issue
about the Blessed Mother breast-
feeding the baby Jesus. 

As only nursing mothers know,
breast-feeding provides a unique,
wonderful, indescribable bond
between a mother and her baby. It
helps us moms to intimately know
our babies and what they need. 

These things are not wasted on me
when I consider the bond between
Mary and Jesus. What an incredible
gift God gave us moms, to hold and
nurse a baby. I feel privileged to
know that I have breast-feeding in
common with the mother of my God.

It seems to me that society has lost
the sense of awe and joy that comes
from acknowledging our humanness
and the wonderful way God created
our bodies. Jesus is divine, and that
usually gets more press. But he is
also fully human. He did it that way;
both are equally important. 

Why should we be ashamed of an
image of breast-feeding? It’s refresh-
ing to think that something so basic
can give us renewed insights into
God’s truth about our relationship
with him — for example, how God
knows and loves us like no other and
solely provides for everything we

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR



need, as does a mother with and for
her nursing child. 

We are totally dependent on God,
as a baby is on his mother. I love that
image, and I can well relate to it.

Denise Duchesneau
Newark

Photo of Mary 
was necessary

A recent letter writer complained

that it was not necessary for The
Dialog to print an image of the
Blessed Mother breast-feeding the
infant Jesus. In fact it was necessary
— that was the whole point of the
article.

This artwork is a beautiful
reminder of Jesus’ humanity and his
profound connection to his mother. It
honors the act of breast-feeding
itself, a humble, human act where
the divine intersects the mundane. 

We need more exposure to such
sacred images, not less. There is a
clear division of labor between the
sexes in our church, and women do
many things in the service of God.
Somewhere, right now perhaps, a
mother is breast-feeding a future
pope, giving him his first taste of
love, of grace.

Kate Levey
Easton, Md.
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Six in diocese 
graduate from 
ministry extension
program

GREENVILLE — Six people from
the Diocese of Wilmington graduat-
ed from the LIMEX graduate pro-
gram Sunday during a service at
St. Joseph on the Brandywine
Church.

LIMEX (Loyola Institute for
Ministry Extension Program) is a

c o l l a b o r a t i o n
between the dio-
cese and Loyola
University of New
Orleans to pro-
vide courses con-

ducted within the diocese that lead
to a master’s degree or certification
in pastoral studies or religious edu-
cation. 

The diocese listed the graduates
as Lyzbeth Arellano of Holy Cross,
Dover, a member of the Oblate
Apostles of the Two Hearts; Lisa
Chicosky, a youth group volunteer
at Immaculate Conception, Elkton,
Md.; Margaret Fiorella, director of
religious education at Church of
the Holy Child, Wilmington;
Michelle Hogan, a catechist at St.
Joseph on the Brandywine and a
teacher at Ursuline Academy;
Madeline Romano, director of reli-
gious education and liturgical min-
ister at Our Lady of Fatima, New
Castle; and Carol Simpers, director
of religious education at St.

Polycarp, Smyrna.
Karen Bruskewicz, youth minis-

ter at St. Catherine Laboure in
Harrisburg, Pa., also graduated in
Sunday’s services.

Hibernians seek
Kent County
Irishmen

An “ancient” fraternity of American
Irishmen is seeking new members in
Kent County, Del.

The Ancient Order of Hibernians in
America, which has one chapter in
Newark, is recruiting membership
for a division in Dover. Three AOH
men — Brian E. Lewis of Dover,
Nick Boggs of Newark and Deacon
Robert McMullen of Holy Cross
Church — are looking for Catholic
men who are proud of their Irish her-
itage and interested in supporting: 

l Friendship, unity and Christian
charity 

l The Catholic Church and their
community 

l Irish culture, peace and unity 
l Equitable immigration laws for

the Irish.
“We are a charitable organization

and want to be a part of the commu-
nity that helps people less fortu-
nate,” Boggs told the Dover Post.
“We’ll also help local parishes with
their drives to help needy families.
We plan on being a positive pres-
ence in Kent County and surround-
ing areas.”

When Lewis moved to Dover

about a year ago, he decided to help
found an AOH chapter in Kent
County.

“I had seen the Hibernians from
time to time and I wanted to get
involved, not just be a Sunday
Catholic,” Lewis, a recent convert,
told the Dover Post.

The order dates to 16th century
Ireland, when secret societies were
formed to protect the church against
its threatened extinction by the
forces of Elizabethan England.

The American AOH was founded
in 1836 in New York City after
nativist prejudice had grown from
intolerance to violence with the
burning of a Catholic church and the
rioting of nativist gangs in Irish
neighborhoods.

The Dover AOH chapter will need
at least 15 members to be char-
tered. Lewis says he has distributed
1,800 flyers for the membership
drive and has the support of Bishop
Saltarelli and Holy Cross and St.
Polycarp parishes. 

The only existing AOH chapter in
Delaware is the Corporal Bernard
McCarren Division 2 in Newark.
Another group in the diocese, AOH
Division 1 in Ocean City, Md., has
more than 100 members.

For more information on the Kent
County chapter contact Lewis at
belewis02@ hotmail.com or Boggs
at boggs.nick@gmail.com.

For information on the Newark
AOH call (302) 737-6142. For infor-
mation on Ocean City’s AOH:
mail@aohocean citymd.org.

Local
briefs



Organizations get 
Rice Bowl funds

Ten organizations in the diocese
have received funds from the 2008
Operation Rice Bowl, which raises
money during Lent. More than $64,000
was collected, with about $16,000
remaining in the diocese to fight
hunger. This year’s total was nearly
$22,000 more than in 2007.

Recipients were: St. Vincent de Paul
Society, $9,108; St. Martin’s Barn,
Ridgely, Md., $1,300; Casa San
Francisco, Milton, $1,300; Joseph
House, Salisbury, Md., $1,300; Seton
Center, Princess Anne, Md., $1,300; St.
Paul Church, Wilmington, $600; St.
Peter Cathedral Outreach, Wilmington,
$400; Immaculate Conception
Outreach, Elkton, Md., $300; St.
Patrick’s Center, Wilmington, $200; and
Holy Rosary Outreach, Claymont,
$200.

Nearly $152,000
raised for retired 
religious

The 2007 appeal for the Retirement
Fund for Religious raised $151,762 in
the Diocese of Wilmington, an increase
of more than 13 percent from 2006. 

Six religious institutes with ties to the
diocese received funds from the nation-
al collection. Four have a central house
in the diocese: Oblates of St. Francis
de Sales, Wilmington, $95,946;
Benedictine Sisters, Ridgely, Md.,
$10,705; Oblate Sisters of St. Francis
de Sales, Childs, Md., $4,990; and
Capuchin Poor Clare Nuns,
Wilmington, $3,182.

Two others that have a presence in
the diocese received funds: Missionary
Servants of the Most Blessed Trinity,
Philadelphia, $91,520; and Sisters of
St. Clare, Largo, Fla., $6,147.

More than 37,500 religious in the
United States are past age 70, and

more than 4,900 need skilled nursing
care, said Sister Janice Bader, head of
the National Religious Retirement
Office.

St. Mary’s 
to mark 150th

St. Mary of the Immaculate
Conception Church and school in
Wilmington are inviting present and for-
mer members, relatives of those who
were baptized, confirmed and married
at the church, and priests and religious
who served there to an Oct. 5 Mass
and luncheon honoring the parish’s
150th anniversary.

The church was consecrated by St.
John Neumann on Oct. 31, 1858.

The celebration begins with a 10 a.m.
Mass at St. Mary’s, Sixth and Pine
streets. Lunch will be in St. Elizabeth
Parish’s Grant Hall, which seats more
than St. Mary’s hall.

Tickets for the lunch are $30 and are
being sold first-come, first-served. For
reservations, call Mary Jane Lisansky,
798-5353, or Ed Manlove, 426-0229.

Light one candle?
Even prayer, it seems, is not immune

from the rising cost of oil.
Our Lady of Fatima in New Castle

increased its requested donation for
lighting five-day votive candles from
$2.50 to $3 last month. The reason:
Paraffin, a refined petroleum byproduct
and a primary source for candles over
the past 120 years, has become more
expensive as the price of oil has risen. 

Requested donations remain the
same for five-hour votive candles (50
cents) and 14-day sanctuary candles
($15).

Father Connell retires
to Massachusetts

Father Stephen J. Connell, former

pastor of St. Joseph on the
Brandywine in Greenville, is living
with relatives in Braintree, Mass.,
where he recovered from a March ill-
ness that led to his retirement Aug. 1.

As pastor of St. Joseph’s from
1992-97, Father Connell, 72, oversaw
the renovation of the  church and rec-
tory, expansion of the family life cen-
ter, and the purchase and opening of
an eight-acre cemetery behind the
church. He suffered a stroke in 1997
but continued to live at St. Joseph
until earlier this year.

Father Connell, who was ordained
in 1962, also was pastor of St. Mary
Star of the Sea in Ocean City, Md.,
and Holy Child in Wilmington.

Lay Carmelites rule!
Some lay Catholics in the diocese

continue to live by a set of rules
devised 800 years ago. 

Lay Carmelites from the diocese
gathered at St. Francis de Sales
Church in Salisbury on July 16, the
Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
to mark the 800th anniversary of the
Carmelite Rule of Life. The Rule,
composed by St. Albert, patriarch of
Jerusalem, for hermits living on
Mount Carmel, remains “largely
unchanged today and guides the
lives of Carmelites throughout the
world,” said Jim Walsh, coordinator
of religious education at St.
Edmond’s in Rehoboth Beach and a
lay Carmelite.

The celebration drew Carmelites
from Sacred Heart in Chestertown,
Md., St. John Neumann in Berlin,
Md., and St. Francis de Sales.

Father Elias O’Brien of the
Carmelite monastery in Aylesford,
England, who is living temporarily in
Washington, D.C., was principal cel-
ebrant for the Mass. 

— Compiled by Gary Morton
Back to top
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By Elissa Serrao
Staff reporter

Even though Alex Peterson was a
resident assistant at Salisbury (Md.)
University the past two years, noth-
ing could have prepared
him for his latest role as
bunk counselor. 

Peterson, 21, who will
be a senior this fall, spent
his summer working at
Ramapo for Children, a
camp in Rhinebeck, N.Y.,
for children with special
emotional, behavioral and
learning needs. He stayed
in a bunkhouse with five to
six children and escorted
them to activities like
dance, art and swimming
throughout the day.

“I’m slightly adventurous,”
he said. “So I thought, ‘I’ll do
it.’ It’s the first time I’d done
anything like this.”

For many college stu-
dents summer break is a
time to relax and have fun,
take an internship within
their field of study or maybe
work to earn extra money
for the coming school
year. But for others, sum-
mer means a chance to
pursue life-changing expe-
riences like working with
children, traveling to a
third-world country or
spending a semester on
another continent. 

Peterson, who attends
St. Issac Jogues Church in Glen
Arm, Md., learned about Ramapo
from the university’s career services

center. Since the summer camp is
divided into three separate sessions,
he had the chance to experience
three distinct groups of campers.  

The first consisted of 11- and 12-
year-olds with cognitive impairment

and/or Oppositional Defiant Disorder
(ODD). Children with ODD have an
ongoing pattern of uncooperative,

hostile behavior toward authority fig-
ures. 

“It was difficult to keep them on
task, engaged,” he said. “If they did-
n’t want to do anything, you couldn’t

possibly make them. You
knew they weren’t doing
it.”

During times like those,
Peterson needed to
adapt. “You just have to
ride it out and think of
some alternative activi-
ties for them to do. You
make it work.”

Perhaps Peterson’s
greatest challenge was
his second group,  five
students ages 15 and 16
who had behavioral
problems. 

“The biggest challenge
is patience, not to get

frustrated, because these kids
are older,” he said. “They are
old enough and intelligent
enough to know they shouldn’t
make rude comments to other
impaired children, but they do.
You can’t let it make you
angry.”

Despite these challenges,
Peterson said he would never
“switch it for a typical college-
student summer.”

“I certainly lived the typical
college life the first year-and-
a-half of college,” he said. “I
did all the things I wasn’t sup-
posed to do. It just wasn’t
rewarding. I wanted to give
more of myself and not

remain selfish.”
Peterman said his faith played a

huge role in his decision to spend

Adventures in learning
Three college students stretch themselves with untraditional 
experiences away from home this summer

TOP: Rebecca Anderson (far right), a junior at Salisbury
University, spent a week in July in El Salvador learning about
the social and economic injustices in the country. She
stayed one weekend with a host family in a town in the
mountains. BELOW: Katherine Smith of Bear is spending a
semester studying in South Africa. The James Madison
University junior is also tutoring seventh-graders.



time working with special needs chil-
dren. And, on his one day off per
week, he attended Mass at a church
in Red Hook, N.Y. “I don’t know if it
was the Gospel and its message or
what,” he said, “but something about
that Mass made me really reflect on
what I was doing. I felt a sense of pur-
pose every time I went.”

Working at the camp was “an eye-
opening, self-reflective experience,”
he said. “I learned I need to work on
my ability to let kids work through
something rather than taking care of it
myself.”

Poverty, injustice
in El Salvador

Weeks after she returned from El
Salvador, Rebecca Anderson is still
letting the experience sink in.  

“I’ve just been thinking about every-
thing that happened, everything I saw
and felt — it’s a lot to take in,” said
Anderson, 20, a junior at Salisbury
University. 

From July 9-16, Anderson and
seven other youths from her parish,
St. Andrew by the Bay in Annapolis,
visited El Salvador as part of SHARE,
a justice organization formed in 1981
to address social and economic injus-
tices in the impoverished Central
American country.

El Salvador faces many environ-
mental issues, such as water and soil
that are contaminated by foreign fac-
tories, Anderson said. With no sanita-
tion systems, people are forced to live
in unhealthy conditions. 

The theme of this year’s confer-
ence was “Una Gota de Agua,” or
“One Drop of Water.”

“The theme summarizes the mis-
sion: one drop of water — one small
delegation — can start a river of
change toward a just world,”
Anderson said. “The gist was that we
as Americans have the power in our
government to make changes in El
Salvador — their government is cor-

rupt and still developing. We need to
let our government know about these
issues.”

Anderson, who stayed in a small
motel in the capital San Salvador dur-
ing the week, said much of her time
was spent visiting historical sites —
including the places where
Archbishop Oscar Romero and four
American churchwomen were mur-
dered.

Romero was shot to death on
March 24, 1980, by Salvadoran sol-
diers while celebrating Mass at a
small chapel in a hospital called “La
Divina Providencia.” The four women
were raped and murdered that
December by members of the
Salvadoran National Guard. Their
deaths gained international attention
and they remain symbols of the strug-
gle for human rights in Central
America.

Anderson visited a museum dedi-
cated to the martyrs. “It was really
powerful to see it because everything
was documented,” Anderson said.
“You saw the actual clothes and bullet
holes and blood ... . They had foren-
sic pictures that were in color. It was
horrific. I had to close the book
because I started crying.” 

Anderson said hearing the story of
the assassinations from the people of
El Salvador was particularly moving
because of their deep knowledge of
their country’s history. “They could
talk for hours. A lot of them had lived
through it.”

On the weekend, Anderson and the
rest of the youth stayed with host
families in Ellacuria, a small commu-
nity in the mountains two hours out-
side San Salvador. Anderson’s host
family had four children, ages 5 to 9. 

“They were so welcoming. They
gave up their beds for us. They don’t
have much to give but they want to
give you the best of the best.”

Anderson said the community is
currently in danger of losing a portion

of its land to a mining company. The
loss of the land, which includes two
large water tanks, would lead to a
heavily diminished water supply to
the already poor village. 

“Mining would exploit the land,”
Anderson said.

According to Anderson, the land is
up for sale for $132,000. Members of
the community are trying to raise the
money to regain the property.

“I don’t know how realistic it is but
they are trying very hard,” she said.
“And that’s the sense of the people —
whatever they can do to change, they
will do. It’s inspirational to see what
the group will do.”

Seeking challenges     
in South Africa

The traditional European study-
abroad experience wasn’t going to
cut it for Katherine Smith. 

“I’ve always been interested in the
different cultures of Africa — I wanted
to be completely out of my element
and get an experience unlike any-
thing I have gotten before,” said
Smith, a graduate of Ursuline
Academy in Wilmington whose family
attends St. Margaret of Scotland
Church in Glasgow. 

Now a junior at James Madison
University in Virginia, Smith is study-
ing abroad for a semester in South
Africa. She left in July and will stay
through November.

“Many refer to South Africa as ‘the
world in one country,’ so it seemed
like a good bet for me,” she said by e-
mail. 

Smith, a history major, is taking
courses in history, English, political
science and theology at The
University of Stellenbosch. Although
most of her classes are in English,
the majority of the student population
speaks Afrikaans, the main language
of South Africa. 

“All of the signs on buildings and all
around town are in Afrikaans, which
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makes it very easy to get lost,” she
said.  

In addition to classes, Smith volun-
teers with the Kayamandi Project,
where she tutors seventh-graders.
Kayamandi is a small township in
South Africa.

“I could go through this program
and live in my university bubble, but I
hope that challenging myself to
become fully immersed in the culture
and local population will enable me to
get a more rewarding experience,”
she said. 

Along with that sense of adventure
comes the caution of living in a coun-
try with some harrowing statistics:
South Africa has the highest rates of
rape and HIV/AIDS in the world. 

“It wasn’t exactly encouraging,”
Smith said. “But in the end the ‘pros’
of going seemed to outweigh the list
of reasons not to go. There are crime
and safety issues wherever you go,
even in the United States. As long as
you are aware of your surroundings
and make smart decisions — like not
walking alone at night — the chances
of something happening to you
decrease.” 

She said that although she has not
worked with anyone who has AIDS,
the township where she tutors has an
AIDS rate of 38 percent among preg-
nant mothers. AIDS-prevention
efforts still have a long way to go, she
said, citing the many myths surround-
ing the disease.  

“The current president, Mbeki,
doesn’t think HIV causes AIDS, and
others believe that if you sleep with a
virgin you will be cured. The right
information and a clear understand-
ing of the disease are desperately
needed.”

Still, Smith feels these experiences
will help her come to better under-
stand how the world works. 

“This trip is another step on my jour-
ney to self-discovery,” she said. “Being
in a different environment always
requires people to observe and critical-
ly evaluate their surroundings. All
experiences have the opportunity to be
life-changing; we just have to decide if
we wish to put forth enough effort to
get something out of it.”

Back to top
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Halfway through high
school, Brandon Drazich
realized he was simply
“floating along” and
needed to do something
about it.

“I just felt like I was
kind of there in school
and I didn’t see much rel-
evance to it,” said
Drazich, now 20, of his
first two years at
Salesianum School in
Wilmington. “There was
just work that people
wanted me to do. My
grades were poor.” 

Despite his grades,
required reading in his lit-
erature classes at Sallies
included John
Steinbeck’s, “The Grapes
of Wrath,” and Tim
O’Brien’s, “The Things
They Carried.” Those
novels helped Drazich
close the book on a list-
less chapter in his life
and opened his eyes to
social-justice causes and
the principles of Catholic
social teaching. 

Now ready to begin his
senior year in college,
Drazich has already
protested in front of the
White House, helped
flood survivors in
Minnesota and worked
with sick orphans in
South Africa.

“Through literature I
learned to put myself into
the situations and cir-
cumstances of others.

After this happened, after
I found myself at the
point where I couldn’t
ignore the cries for jus-
tice in the literature I
read, I couldn’t ignore the
same cries coming from
so many other places
around our world.”

Knowing he had found
his niche, Drazich con-
tacted Father Jack
Kolodziej, then the cam-
pus minister at Sallies, to
get involved with volun-
teering. 

“Father Kolodziej
encouraged the justice
and service I already had
in me. He helped me
grow into my faith,”
Drazich said. 

The summer after jun-
ior year Father Kolodziej
invited Drazich to be a
leader for a Salesian
Leadership Camp in
Brooklyn, Mich., a pro-
gram encouraging
Salesian spirituality,
which is rooted in self-

confidence, global
awareness, prayer,
respect, communication
and service to God.

“Because he gave me
that privilege and respon-
sibility, I actually grew
into the responsibility
that for many years I felt I
didn’t deserve,” he said.
“Because my grades
were poor, I was not invit-
ed to positions of leader-
ship and privilege.
Interestingly, it was the
very act of giving me this
responsibility when I may
not have deserved it that
I grew into the person I
have become.

“That’s when I got
hooked on my faith.”

Compassionate         
core of faith
Drazich became active

in campus ministry,
which “allowed me to
grow in service to others
and awareness of justice.
“I think I found that living
justly, gently, and with
compassion for others
wasn’t just a part of the
faith with which I had
grown up, it was the core
of it.”

When the time came to
apply to colleges, he
knew he wanted to go
somewhere different,
somewhere new. He was
drawn to St. John’s
University in Collegeville,
Minn., a Benedictine col-
lege with the second
largest monastery in the
world, because of its

“quiet, peaceful” nature. 
After talking with the

people in the campus
ministry office at St.
John’s, he was offered a
job in the social justice
department where he
began working as a
social justice minister.

In Drazich’s first year
of college, his supervisor,
Shaun Crumb, nominat-
ed him for Student
Employee of the Year for
his work organizing and
leading a 30-hour food
fast, an event where stu-
dents from St. John’s and
St. Benedict’s (St. John’s
sister school for women)
raised money for World
Vision, a Christian relief
organization helping
poverty-stricken commu-
nities all over the world. 

“Brandon has a strong
passion,” Crumb said of
Drazich’s efforts. “He
tries to live out the princi-
ples of Catholic social
teaching through his
faith. The words of St.
Francis, ‘preach the
Gospel at all times, use
words if necessary,’
remind me of Brandon.”  

During his freshman
year, Drazich also organ-
ized an alternative spring
break service trip to
Jonah House, an inten-
tional living community in
Baltimore that lives in
solidarity with the poor
and advocates for jus-
tice. 

“They started the com-
munity with the intent to

A novel approach to social justice work

Brandon Drazich

Salesianum grad found a calling when he read John Steinbeck



bring out the kingdom of
God, the absence of vio-
lence — to use love to try
to change things,” he said. 

Drazich lived in the
community for a week and
engaged in nonviolent
resistance for causes
such as the war in Iraq
and the death penalty. 

He recalled marching
through Washington, D.C.,
protesting torture in
Guantanamo and stopping
in front of the White
House. 

“People who are engag-
ing in this type of thing are
very prepared — but it’s
unpredictable,” he said.
“You get nervous. You’re
standing in front of the
White House.”

Drazich said the police
soon came to give them a
warning. After the first
warning St. John’s stu-
dents left and stood off to

the side. Other protesters
stayed and got arrested
while singing “Peace Is
Flowing Like a River.”

“It’s not the average
community,” he said. “It’s
inspiring to me.” 

Even more inspiring to
Drazich was a project he
spearheaded last
September. After learning
that num-erous homes in
southeastern Minnesota
were damaged by flood-
waters, including the half-
built, environmentally
friendly home of St. John’s
and St. Benedict’s gradu-
ates Paul and Sarah
Freid, he led a group of
students in a cleanup
effort.

The privileged  and the
impoverished

Drazich’s most recent
social-justice project was
on a semester abroad.

From January to May of
this year he studied South
African culture, literature
and service learning. He
worked in an orphanage
for HIV-positive children.

“People expect you to
say it [studying abroad]
was wonderful, beautiful,”
he said. “But it’s poverty
staring you in the face.
You can’t say it was all
great and good. They
were such beautiful chil-
dren just like any other
kids. I got attached to
them.”

Drazich said the incredi-
bly high rate of violence in
South Africa did not deter
him at all. 

“I know I’m wealthy,” he
said. “I’m privileged in my
own background living in
the States. What right do I
have to enjoy that privi-
lege just to myself? I have
the mentality that it would

be far more comforting to
live with them [the poor in
South Africa] than live dis-
tant from them and tell
them what to do from afar.
It’s a humanistic love.”

With one year left of col-
lege, Drazich has given
much thought to his future
but has made no definite
plans. 

He has given serious
thought to three possibili-
ties. He may apply to law
school at University of
California, Berkeley,
where he would focus on
human rights and social
justice. Or he may enter
the Peace Corps or pur-
sue religious life. 

“God will lead you to
perfection one small step
at a time,” he said. “It’s a
matter of making the right
decision at the time. Plans
don’t work out when you
are trying to plan them.”

Faith   Service Campus: ON

Back to top



Faith   Service Campus: ON
By Catherine Gerhardt
Special to The Dialog

Jessica Bunnell came to
Washington and Lee University in
Lexington, Va., hauling the things
that every college freshmen hauls,
from pictures of home to bedding
and clothes. Buried somewhere in
the canvas bags and suitcases was
a homecoming T-shirt with her high
school’s motto - “Serviam” (“I will
serve”) — on it.    

By the time Bunnell was in the
10th grade at Ursuline Academy in
Wilmington, the Catholic school’s
mission to “empower students for
leadership and service in our global
society” had materialized into a
requirement of 80 hours of commu-
nity service for Bunnell, a member of
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in
Wilmington. She was also a member
of the National Honor Society, which
required 50 hours a year. She com-
pleted most of her service hours the
summer she worked at A. I. du Pont
Hospital for Children and completed
the remaining hours by peer tutoring
during her senior year at Ursuline,
where she also starred in volleyball
and lacrosse.  

“I did so much in high school I felt
like if I didn’t force myself to be a
part of a program in college I may
lose that,” Bunnell said.  

So she found a program. Today,
Bunnell is a member of a service
group at Washington and Lee called
Bonner Leader-Americorps. The
program is a rigorous commitment
of 900 hours of community service,
group meetings and group service
activities, all to be completed within
two years.  She isn’t doing it for the
$2.50 an hour in education vouchers

that Bonner Leader-Americorps
awards after two years. Rather, the
service helps her preserve the
“Serviam” ethic that Ursuline
instilled in her.

“I liked the fact that it had a 900-
hour limit because it would get me to
do a lot more than I would do on my
own, and it wasn’t overwhelming,”
said Bunnell, who will continue with
the program through the fall semes-
ter at Washington and Lee, where
she will be a junior and play varsity
volleyball.

This summer Bunnell is an intern
with People’s Homesteading Group,
a grassroots self-help program that
renovates houses throughout
Baltimore. She interviews people
who have received homes through
PHG for articles that will appear in
the group’s annual report. 

The bulk of Bunnell’s service
hours during the school year have
come from tutoring for Project Pride,
which provides instruction, counsel-

ing and referral services to at-risk
youth in schools in the Virginia coun-
ties of Lexington, Buena Vista and
Rockbridge. She also tutored once a
week at a correctional center for
juvenile offenders and was active in
the Campus Kitchens Project, which
provides meals at social-service
agencies.     

Bunnell, who is majoring in busi-
ness administration and in econom-
ics, volunteered in the mornings
before class. Three times a week at
8:30 she pulled up to an aluminum
building that would look like an over-
sized storage unit if not for a pair of
lime green doors. It’s the home of
Project Pride. 

In a classroom decorated with
maps, posters and their own art-
work, five Rockbridge high school
students began their days by writing
in journals. Some didn’t even have a
third-grade learning ability and
needed personalized lessons.
Bunnell worked with them to go over
things they might need to review.

“The tutoring I’ve done here has
been a lot different than the tutoring
I did at home,” she said. “The kids
here are very inhibited by the effects
of poverty. It’s interesting to see the
way their home life affects them in
general.”

At around 10:50, the students left
to finish their day at Rockbridge
County High School if they were still
enrolled in school. If not, they head-
ed to work. Bunnell helped grade
papers and made the lesson plan for
the next day until about noon, when
she returned to campus.  

Says Bunnell: “Coming back from
tutoring helps me remember that
there’s a real world out there.”

Service ace
Ursuline grad keeps her community work a priority at Washington and Lee

Jessica Bunnell committed to a 900-
hour, two-year program.
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Students from Ss. Peter and Paul High School’s Mission Team pose in Detroit. Front from
left: Alli Schultz, Johanna Thalmann, Jaclyne Schettini, Erica Stafford, Kelsey Ross, Logan
Coursey, Kate Heikes, Abigail Zimmerman, Rose Lewis. Back from left: Chaperone Andrea
Kuhn, Jonathan Coughlin, Ben Sturmer, James Reinhardt, Micah Steinmiller, Casey Hiers,
Erik Hovland, Jed Heikes, Joey Gardner, JP Pellerin, chaperones Joe Schettini and Jill
Schettini, and teacher Gina Hovland. Not pictured is Joe Kuhn.

Nineteen students from
Ss. Peter and Paul High
School in Easton, Md.,
traveled in late June to
Detroit, where they spent
eight days helping to
clean and repair an aban-
doned school building for
use as a community cen-
ter for homeless children. 

The students also vol-
unteered at St. Vincent
DePaul Thrift Store,
which serves the needy
in Detroit.  

Less than 50 percent of
eligible youths in Detroit
graduate from high
school, according to Ss.
Peter and Paul theology
teacher Gina Hovland,
who helped organize the
trip as part of the school’s
Mission Team program of
community service. 

Easton students help Detroit building shine


